91.  Abdul Jaleel married Aishabi. At the time of the marriage,
deferred dower was fixed. Subsequently, Abdul Jaleel developed
dislike towards Aishabi and ultimately, divorced her, But he did
not pay the deferred dower. What is the remedy for the wife to get
the deferred dower?

*   Deferred dower is payable on the dissolution of the marriage.
No doubt, the husband under Mohamedan law enjoys an
absolute power of divorcing his wife without assigning any
reason. To deter him from exercising that right arbitrarily,
deferred dower is usually fixed rather high. If there is no
divorce, deferred dower becomes payable only on the death of
the husband and it can be recovered within three years of the
death of the husband. Otherwise, the claim becomes barred by
limitation. If she is in possession of her husband's property
for satisfying her claim to dower, there is no bar of limitation
and she can realise her claim from the income of that property.
The dower debt is an unsecured debt and the wife ranks as an
ordinary creditor. She can secure a money decree from court
within three years from the date the dower debt becomes due,
i.e., from the date of demand in the case of prompt dower and
from the date of divorce or from the date of death of her
husband, as the case may be, in the case of deferred dower.

92.    Mustafa Khan married Meena Sabida, The husband was
impotent. But the wife was not aware of her husband's impotence
at the time of the marriage. The marriage was not consummated.
The husband did not like to apply to the court to grant him some
time for regaining his manhood The wife filed a petition for
divorce and the same was granted by the court. What is the effect
on the dower amount to which the wife is entitled? What are the
other effects?

*    After the divorce, if the divorce was effected before
consummation, the wife can claim half the dower. In the
above problem, there was no consummation and so the wife
is entitled to half the dower, In addition, she can claim
maintenance during iddat or until Talak is communicated to
her, whichever is later. The wife loses her right of inheritance
to her husband. She can marry another after waiting for
period of iddat. She can marry without such waiting if her
marriage was not consummated.
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